Association proposes task force to
oversee affordable housing scheme

KUALA LUMPUR: The National House Buay-
ers Association has proposed an afford-
able housing  task force o oversee
affordable housing programme in order
to  boost  house ownership  among
Malaysians,

Its  Secretary-General, Chang  Kim
Loong, said the task force would coordi-
nate and act as a single umbrella with the
collection of daty and having a database in
the planning stage, construction stage and
completed ones.

“It should include the big developers, -

They must be the forerunners as the task
force must also benetit them.

“They like to sell high-end houses for
more profits so it must be profitable for
them to enjoy the same amount of profit
for doing affordable housing,” he told re
porters at a Dialogoe on Sustainable De-
velopment of Affordable Howsing here
today.

Amonyg presenl were Bank Negara
Malaysia Depuly Governor, Shaik Abdul
Risheed Abdul Ghaffour, Cagamas Haold-
ings Bhe! Chairman Nik Mohd Hasyueeen
Yusolf and Natonal Housing Departiment
Director-General  Datuk  Abdul Rahim

Ishaik,

Chang also proposed that the govern-
ment offer tax incentives to developers to
build affordable bousing.

Meanwhile, Nik Mohd Hasyudeen said,
ane of major challenges faced by the gov-
ernment was the issue of housing and par-
ticularly the adeguate provision of
affordable housing in view of escalating
house price.

He said that demand for housing in the
country remained strong following a rela-
tively young population.

"Rising aflluence and a growing and
larger middle income group underpinned
strong demand for housing by first-time
buyers and as an assel class. Inevitably
these forces put pressure on housing
prices, Alfordability has thus surfaced as
an issue Tor e younger workloree,” saidl
Mike Mohad Hasyodeen,

The Dialogoe on Susbainable Dewelop-
mend ol AlTordable D lousing, organiscd by
Cagrarnas Holdings, aims al crealing a plat-
form for an exchange and deliberating
wiews s well as issoes relating Lo alford-
able hovsiog locally and international by,
Rerivan



